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An imaginary college.
[August
hospitable'. There was a fair at Strichen ; and he had s eral of his neighbours from it at dinner. One of them, ] Frascr, who had been in the army, remembered to have si Dr. Johnson at a lecture on experimental philosophy, Lichfield. The doctor recollected being at the lecture; a he was surprised to find here somebody who knew him.
Mr. Fraser sent a servant to conduct us by a short passr into the high-road. I observed to Dr. Johnson, that I 1: a most disagreeable notion of the life of country gentlerm that I left Mr. Fraser just now, as one leaves a prisoner ii jail. Dr. Johnson said, that I was right in thinking th unhappy ; for that they had not enough to keep their mil in motion1.
I started a thought this afternoon which amused u: great part of the way. ' If, (said I,) our club should co and set up in St. Andrews, as a college, to teach all that c; of us can, in the several departments of learning and ta; we should rebuild the city: we should draw a wondci concourse of students.' Dr. Johnson entered fully into spirit of the project. We immediately fell to distribut
1 He is the worthy son of a worthy father, the late Lord Stricl: one of our judges, to whose kind notice I was much obliged. L Strichen was a man not only honest, but highly generous; for a his succession to the family estate,.he paid a large sum of debts c tracted by his predecessor, which he was not under any obligation pay. Let me here, for the credit of Ayrshire, my own count}', rec a noble instance of liberal honesty in William Hutchison, drover Lanehead, Kyle, who formerly obtained a full discharge from his cr itors upon a composition of his debts; but upon being restored good circumstances, invited his creditors last winter to a dinner, w: out telling the reason, and paid them their full sums, principal i interest. They presented him with a piece of plate, with an insc: tion to commemorate this extraordinary instance of true worth; wli should make some people in Scotland blush, while, though mi themselves, they strut about under the protection of great allini conscious of the wretchedness of numbers who have lost by them whom they never think of making reparation, but indulge themsel and their families in most unsuitable expcnce. BOSWELL.
* See ante, ii. 223; iii, 401 ; and iv. June 30,1784.nson that his Lordship complained
